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Plamondon et al. claim a method of preparing a lyophilized boronic acid 
compound of the same general formula as the applicant (see claims 33 and 34). 

The difference between applicant's claimed method and the method of 
Plamondon et al. is that applicant claims the use of a moiety derived from sugar. 
However, Plamondon et al. disclose that a compound having at least two hydroxyl groups 
separated by at least two carbon atoms connecting in the chains can be used (see claim 
33) This implies that a moiety derived from sugar can be used, since such a sugar has the 
said structural and/or functional features. In fact, Plamondon et al. also disclose that the 
dihydroxy compound can be a sugar (see page 18, last paragraph of the specification). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
claimed invention was made to have used the method of Plamondon et al. to prepare 
lyophilized boronic acid compound and to use a moiety derived from sugar, since 
Plamondon et al. disclose that such a moiety can be used. 

One having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated, to used the 
method of Plamondon et al. to prepare lyophilized boronic acid compound and to use a 
moiety derived from sugar, since Plamondon et al. disclose that such a moiety can be 
used. It should noted that claims 36-49 which are further limitations of claims 35 and 
which are drawn to methods of preparing boronic compounds, are also encompassed by 
this rejection, since the prepared boronic compounds of these claims also confirm to the 
same general formula of the boronic compounds claimed by Plamondon et al. (example, 
see claims 36, 37, 38, 46, 47 (applicant) and claims 45, 46, 47,40, 41 of Plamondon et al., 
respectively). Claims 50-52 which are drawn to the specific solvents, are also 
encompassed by this rejection since applicant uses the same solvents as Plamondon et al. 
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